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Work certification something
good for job seekers and employers
Despite today's
economy, we continue
to hear from area
employers about the
shortage of qualified
job candidates. To meet
our goal of connecting
qualified workers to area
employers, the Racine
County Workforce
Development Center
has launched two
separate work readiness
credentialing initiatives.
These two work
readiness certificates
are the National Career
Readiness Certificate,
offered by the ACT
organization and the
Certificate of Effective
Workplace Behaviors,
offered by Learning
Resources Inc. The
NCRC covers skills in
the areas of reading,
applied mathematics and
locating information. The
LRI certificate measures
soft skills such as
integrity, responsibility,
self-esteem, selfmanagement and
sociability/team
work. Together, these
certificates help a
potential employer know
how well the applicant
will fit the company's
needs as well as its
culture.
More and more
employers are requiring
these credentials of
applicants, so if you are
looking for a job, it may be
a good idea to see about
getting yours now. There
is no cost to job seekers
to do the work necessary
to become credentialed,
although there are time
commitments. The
certificates carry an
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Workforce
Development Center
added plus for job seekers
— because they are issued
by national organizations,
they are portable. If you
move, your certificate
will be recognized in
other states.
Is getting these
certificates worthwhile?
We have positive
responses from both job
seekers and employers
that indicate that it
certainly is.
Jolene Verwey was a
job-seeking member
of the ProTech, a
professional technical
networking group that
meets every Monday
at the WDC. Jolene
earned her NCRC while
searching for
employment.
"Preparing for the
WorkKeys program
was a great experience,
especially working to
update my skill set,"
Verwey said. "I listed the
NCRC on my résumé so
employers could see what
level of skills I had to
place me in the best job."
Jolene is now employed
and credits obtaining
her NCRC certification
as one of the reasons her
résumé stood out from
the pool of job applicants.

CalStar is a new
manufacturer in
Racine. The company
utilized both work
readiness products to
assist in their hiring
process. All CalStar
hires were assessed and
the company selected
the best candidates
based on assessment
results, interviews
and references. Mike
Talischek, director of
manufacturing, said.
"The tools were really
helpful. They provided a
great filter. The integrity
portion of the LRI (soft
skills test) was key in
selecting candidates for
positions."
Talischek also said that
as a result of using both
assessment products to
assess their work force,
"there were very few
surprises. It was a huge
timesaver, especially at
this phase where we're
really starting this from
the ground up."
If you are a job seeker
and would like to learn
more about this free
program to upgrade your
skills and attractiveness
to employers, contact
Leticia Guajardo at the
WDC. at (262) 638-6429
or at: Leticia.Guajardo@
goracine.org

If you are an employer
interested in learning
more about this and
other free and fee-based
assessment products that
will enhance your ability
to find employees contact
Jane Kurylo at the WDC.
She can be reached at
(262) 638-6603 or at:
Jane.Kurylo@goracine.org

Our hours
are so long
they're
making our
competitors
tired!
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Larry McCalvy will be honored Thursday at the Governor's Service Recognition Luncheon
in Madison for his volunteer work, which includes helping veterans with their benefits
paperwork and also helping with historical preservation efforts.

Local volunteer to receive
governor's service award
Journal Times staff

MADISON — Six winners will be
recognized at the Governor's Service
Recognition Luncheon at 11:30 a.m.
Thursday at Monona Terrace, 1 John
Nolen Drive.
Among them is Larry McCalvy, a
volunteer with the Volunteer Center of
Racine County Retired Senior Volunteer
Program. He will be awarded the Marty
Stein Friend of National Service Award.
First Lady Jessica Doyle will present the
awards and congratulate the winners.
McCalvy has quietly been an exemplary
supporter of Senior Corps and RSVP. Just
as Senior Corps connects those 55 and
older with the people and organizations
that need them and RSVP matches
service opportunities with life skills,
talents and availability of volunteers,
McCalvy has synchronized his interests
and strengths with multiple community
needs.
He is a proactive RSVP volunteer
using his training in photojournalism to
publicize RSVP and Volunteers Center
of Racine County activities. Larry

draws from his 16-year military career
counseling experience and applies it to
the role of volunteer benefits specialists.
He carefully listens to the military
retirees, helps them overcome the
sometimes daunting paperwork, and
devotes quality time to ensure they are
receiving the benefits to which they are
entitled.
As an RSVP member, he taps into
historical preservation interests by
heading up a nonprofit organization
whose mission is to create a future park
with significance from the past.
What is Larry's motivation to be so
giving? McCalvy says, "I just want to give
back."
The Governor's Service Recognition is
presented to programs and individuals
participating in organizations funded
by the Corporation for National and
Community Servicthrough AmeriCorps,
Senior Corps, and Learn and Serve
America. This event provides an
opportunity to recognize organizations
and individuals that help solve serious
social issues and help strengthen their
community.
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You won't find longer hours
anywhere in the area!
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Green Acre

Hwys. 31 & 38
262-554-5560
Lobby
9:00 AM - 6:00 PM M-F
9:00 AM - 12:00 PM Sat

Drive-up
7:30 AM - 6:00 PM M-F
7:30 AM - 12:00 PM Sat

Racine Lathrop
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Lobby
8:00 AM - 6:00 PM M-F
8:00 AM - 12:00 PM Sat

your booth reservations by calling 634-3331, or by completing
re-AA 1 the coupon below and returning it (along with your payment) to:
THE ULTIMATE INDOOR GARAGE SALE, make checks payable to:
The Journal Times, 212 Fourth St., Racine, WI 53403.
Booth reservation deadline: April 9, 2010
Spat

r

2704 Lathrop Avenue
262-554-5321
Drive-up (4101 Durand Avenue)
7:00 AM - 6:00 PM M-F
7:00 AM - 2:00 PM Sat

*or!:

, vorgatedt

Mt. Pleasant (Inside Pick N' Save)

Reserving your indoor booth
(paid in advance), includes:

1202 N. Green Bay Road
262-886-8670
Open 7 days a week 10:00 AM - 8:00 PM

Weather-proof environment
A free 5-line garage sale ad in
The Journal Times classifieds for 2 days

SUPERBank (Inside Piggly Wiggly)
Three Mile and Erie Street
262-554-5540

A $2 OFF coupon on your next
rummage sale ad in The Journal Times
Promotional advertising of the event
by The Journal Times

Open 7 days a week 10:00 AM - 8:00 PM
Sturtevant
8710 Durand Avenue

And, most of all, Lots of fun!
(Plus you get to keep all your profits!)

262-886-9062

Get your friends together and get rid
of their stuff, too!

Lobby
9:00 AM - 6:00 PM M-F
9:00 AM - 12:00 PM Sat

Drive-up
8:00 AM - 6:00 PM M-F
8:00 AM - 12:00 PM Sat

Hurry. Number of booths is limited.
Approx. size 8'x 6'

Kenosha

17co

0

www.tcnb.com

Drive-up
7:30 AM - 6:00 PM M-F
7:30 AM - 12:00 PM Sat

Toll-free: 888-874-2489

Total enclosed: $
Name:
Address:
City:
Zip:
Phone:
For your convenience, we accept
Card #:
Expiration Date
Signature
Call Sherri Bialecki at 634-3322
ext. 213 for more information.

Festival Hall

5901 Washington Road
262-658-3966
Lobby
9:00 AM - 6:00 PM M-F
9:00 AM - 12:00 PM Sat

Booths $50, $55 with electricity
Please reserve:
Booths
Booths w/electricity

5 Fifth Street, Racine

Sale Hours: 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Member FDIC

Setup on Friday, April 23, 6-8 p.m. or Saturday, April 24, 6:30 a.m.

() TRI CITY NATIONAL BANK
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